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In order to make wise use of limited
funding, the Idaho Partners Program has
identified several geographical priority
areas. Each of these areas were identified
based upon the potential value of the
Partners Program to accomplish its
priorities.  All areas occur within the area
encompassed by the Intermountain West
Joint Venture (IWJV) of the North
American Waterfowl Management Plan.

Bear River / Bear Lake ~ This area
covers the Bear Lake and River watershed
in southeastern Idaho.  Partners Program
projects in this area will focus on benefiting
Bonneville cutthroat trout and migratory
birds.  Bonneville cutthroat trout are the
subject of a December, 2000 Range-Wide
Conservation Agreement and Strategy for
the species between the Service and other
federal and state agencies.  Bear Lake is
identified as a Priority Habitat Conservation
Area in the Draft Coordinated Implementa-
tion Plan for Bird Conservation in Idaho
being developed by the IWJV.  The recently
approved Bear River Settlement Agreement
with PacifiCorp, which the Service is a
party to, provides for implementation
of a management plan for conservation
of Bonneville cutthroat trout and other fish
and wildlife resources in the Bear River
watershed for 30 years.

Clearwater River ~ This area includes
the Clearwater River watershed in northern
Idaho.  Conservation projects in this area
would be targeted at benefiting ESA-listed
salmonids (bull trout, Chinook salmon, and
steelhead), migratory birds, and restoration
of Palouse Prairie grasslands. The Clearwater
River has been identified as a Priority
Habitat Conservation Area in the Draft
Coordinated Implementation Plan for Bird
Conservation in Idaho being developed by
the IWJV.

National Wildlife Refuges ~ Refuges
in Idaho south of the Clearwater River are:
Deer Flat NWR and the Southeast Idaho
NWR Complex (Bear Lake NWR, Camas

NWR, Grays Lake NWR, and Minidoka NWR).
Conservation efforts under the Partners
Program would be focused on private lands
near refuges that complement refuge activities
or contribute to the resolution of habitat
problems on refuges.

Salmon River / Little and Big Lost
Rivers ~  This area includes the upper
Salmon River watershed (Main Salmon, Lemhi,
Pahsimeroi and the East Fork Salmon River
watersheds) and the Little and Big Lost River
watersheds in central Idaho.  Conservation
projects in this area would be targeted at
benefiting ESA-listed salmonids (bull trout,
Chinook salmon, and steelhead) and migratory
birds.  These watersheds have been identified
as Priority Habitat Conservation Areas in the
Draft Coordinated Implementation Plan for
Bird Conservation in Idaho being developed
by the IWJV.  The Service is also working
with the State of Idaho, local agencies and
landowners to develop and implement
conservation agreements to recover ESA-listed
fish in the upper Salmon River basin.

Silver Creek / Camas Prairie ~
This area includes the Big Wood River, Silver
Creek, and Camas Creek watersheds in
central Idaho.  Habitat improvement projects
in this area would be targeted at protection
and restoration of wet-meadow, wetland,
riparian and sagebrush/grassland habitat to
benefit migratory birds and other sensitive
native species such as sage grouse and
mountain quail.  Sage grouse and mountain
quail are identified by state and federal
management agencies as sensitive species or
species of concern, and have been petitioned
for listing under the ESA.  The Wood River
sculpin has also been identified as a species

of concern.  The Camas Prairie has been
identified as a Priority Habitat Conservation
Area in the Draft Coordinated Implementation
Plan for Bird Conservation in Idaho being
developed by the IWJV.

Teton River / Henry’s Fork ~ The area
includes the Teton River and Henry’s Fork
of the Snake River watersheds in eastern
Idaho.  Conservation projects in this area
will concentrate on benefiting Yellowstone
cutthroat trout, wintering trumpeter swans,
and other migratory birds.  The Idaho
Department of Fish and Game has been
implementing a Teton River Fishery Enhance-
ment Program since 1988.  The Teton Valley
and lower Henry’s Fork are identified as
Priority Habitat Conservation Areas in the
Draft Coordinated Implementation Plan for
Bird Conservation in Idaho being developed
by the IWJV.  The Service is involved in
carrying out a Trumpeter Swan
Implementation Plan in this area.

Weiser River Basin / Lower Snake
River ~ The area includes the Weiser River
and lower Payette and Boise River watersheds,
and the lower Snake River watershed between
Grand View and Weiser in southwestern Idaho.
Habitat improvement projects in this area
would be targeted at protection and
restoration of wetland, riparian, and
sagebrush-grassland habitats to benefit
migratory birds and other native sensitive
species such as sage grouse, mountain quail,
Columbian sharp-tailed grouse, southern
Idaho ground squirrels (petitioned for ESA-
listing), and northern Idaho ground squirrels
(ESA-listed threatened).  The Hixon Sharp-
tailed Grouse Preserve in the Weiser River
watershed, the Boise Foothills, and the Lower
Snake River (Birds of Prey Area to Oregon)
have been identified as Priority Habitat
Conservation Areas in the Draft Coordinated
Implementation Plan for Bird Conservation in
Idaho being developed by the IWJV.

Other ~ The Service will consider other
projects outside of the previous priority areas
that provide extraordinary benefits to fish,
wildlife, and plants.
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